
SALFORD CITY COUNCIL

21st November, 2018

Meeting commenced:     9.30 a.m.
                                                                            “            adjourned:    11.15 a.m.
                                                                            “        re-convened:    11.30 a.m.
                                                                            “                  ended:    12.30 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillor Ronnie Wilson - Chair of the Council and 
  Ceremonial Mayor

Mr Paul Dennett - City Mayor

Councillors Derek Antrobus, Michele Barnes, Barbara Bentham, Paula 
Boshell, Adrian Brocklehurst, Tanya Burch, Stephen Coen, Jillian 
Collinson, Richard Critchley, Jim Dawson, Laura Edwards, John 
Ferguson, Heather Fletcher, Karen Garrido, Robin Garrido, Jane 
Hamilton, Bill Hinds, Jimmy Hunt, David Jolley, Tracy Kelly, Jim King, 
David Lancaster, Ari Leitner, Kate Lewis, Iain Lindley, Mike McCusker, 
Charlie McIntyre, Ray Mashiter, John Merry, John Mullen, Wilson 
Nkurunziza, Stephen Ord, Gina Reynolds, Neil Reynolds, Brendan 
Ryan, Arnold Saunders, Peter Taylor, Les Turner, Joan Walsh, John 
Walsh, John Warmisham, Barry Warner, Colette Weir and Paul Wilson. 

36. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Samantha Bellamy, 
Bob Clarke, Christopher Clarkson, Peter Connor, Stuart Dickman, Peter Dobbs, 
Stephen Hesling, Roger Jones, Sophia Linden, Margaret Morris, Mike Pevitt, Robert 
Sharpe, Lisa Stone and Michael Wheeler. 

37. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

38. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 10th October, 2018 were approved as correct 
record.

39. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS/COMMUNICATIONS

No petitions, or communications, were submitted.

40 MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES/PANELS 2018/19
(Previous Minute 8 - 18th July 2018)

The City Mayor submitted a report detailing the following amendments to the 



membership of committees and panels for the Municipal Year 2018/19.

Committee Panel New Member Replacing

(a) Children’s Scrutiny Panel Councillor Stephen 
Hesling

Labour Group vacancy 
arising from the 

resignation of former 
Councillor Peter Wheeler

(b) Health and Social Care  
Scrutiny Panel

(formerly the Health and 
Adults Scrutiny Panel) 

Councillor Tanya Burch Councillor 
Stephen Hesling

(c) Community 
and 

Neighbourhoods 
Scrutiny Panel

Councillor Stephen 
Hesling

Councillor 
Mike McCusker

Councillor Tanya Burch

Labour Group vacancy

(d) Licensing and 
Safety Regulatory Panel 

arising Labour Group 
vacancy

Councillor Stephen 
Hesling

(e) Planning 
and Transportation 
Regulatory Panel

Labour Group vacancy 
arising from the 

resignation of former 
Councillor Peter Wheeler

-

(f) Employers’ Forum Councillor Paula Boshell

Councillor 
Charlie McIntyre

Labour Group vacancy

Labour Group vacancy

(g) Council Agenda Group 
(CAG) 

Councillor Jim Dawson* Councillor Mike Pevitt

*   as Labour Chief Whip

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the amendments to the membership of the Salford City 
Council committees and panels for the remainder of the Municipal Year 2018/19, as 
detailed in the report now submitted and summarised above, be noted.

(2) THAT the renaming of the Health and Adults Scrutiny Panel to the 
Health and Social Care Scrutiny Panel, be noted.

41. TREASURY MANAGEMENT STRATEGY MID YEAR REVIEW 2018/19

The Lead Member for Finance and Support Services submitted a report providing 
progress on the treasury management strategy for 2018/19.



RESOLVED: THAT that the report be noted.

42. NOTICE OF MOTION 

Preventing Killers from Withholding the Location of their Victims Bodies through the 
Introduction of 'Helen's Law' 

Councillor David Lancaster  moved the following motion, which was seconded by 
Councillor Les Turner.

This Council notes that, killers who withhold the location of their victims’ 
bodies, create significant distress and suffering for the relatives of the 
deceased. Ian Simms is serving a life sentence for the murder of Marie 
McCourt’s daughter Helen in February 1988, in Billinge, Merseyside. For 
almost three decades, Simms has refused to reveal the whereabouts of 
Helen’s body, denying her mother and family the chance to grant her the 
dignity of a funeral and resting place. Marie has campaigned for the 
introduction of “Helen’s Law”, seeking Parliament to make changes to current 
legislation and prevent convicted murderers, who do not reveal the location of 
their victim’s bodies, being granted parole.

The introduction of “Helen’s Law”, would represent a significant deterrent to 
killers, who may otherwise withhold details of where their victims bodies have 
been hidden and is in the best interests of the public and help other grieving 
relatives, like Marie McCourt, who are enduring a similar torment, to find peace 
by giving their loved ones a proper funeral. ‘Helen’s Law’, officially known as 
the Unlawful Killing (Recovery of Remains) Bill, was scheduled for its the 
second reading in the House of Commons in May 2017, but was deferred by 
H.M. Government due to the calling of a General Election. This deferment and 
its subsequent omission from the Queen’s Speech, detailing the bills that will 
be brought forward, has been detrimental.

Salford City Council is asked to actively support the introduction of Helen’s 
Law, through the City Mayor writing to H.M. Government requesting that, the 
Unlawful Killing (Recovery of Remains) Bill be re-listed for debate in 
Parliament as soon as possible.

Councillor David Lancaster and Councillor Les Turner both spoke in favour of the 
motion.

Councillor Arnold Saunders and Councillor Heather Fletcher added their own support 
for the motion. 

RESOLVED: THAT the motion, as moved by Councillor David Lancaster and 
detailed above, be unanimously approved and adopted.

43. STATEMENT OF CITY MAYOR 

The City Mayor made a number of announcements, highlighted issues and made 
comments as follows:-



(a) Thanks were extended to members of the Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue 
Service (GMFRS), emergency personnel, together with Salford City Council officers 
who had dealt with a warehouse fire in Little Hulton on 15th November, 2018 and its 
aftermath. Councillor Kate Lewis echoed these comments and made particular 
reference to the support and reassurance provided to local residents. 

(b) Condolences were extended to Councillor Peter Connor, his wife and family 
following the tragic loss of his grand-daughter Emily. Councillor Bill Hinds,  Councillor 
Les Turner and Councillor Arnold Saunders, all added their own condolences. 
Councillor Arnold Saunders, together with Councillor Ari Leitner, also offered in the 
short term to assist Councillor Connor by covering any of his general day to day 
Kersal ward constituency work. 

(c) The recent acts of remembrance to mark the 100th anniversary of the end of the First 
World War in 1918 and those who had lost their lives in subsequent conflicts. 

(d) Representatives from the Gaddum Centre were welcomed to the meeting whose 
year round work and activities would be highlighted in the forthcoming Carer’s Rights 
Day on 30th November 2018. He added that, carers had important and valued role, 
which was not always fully recognised, as well as the need for them to be fully 
supported in this.

(e) Along with Councillor Tracy Kelly, he had taken part in the bi-monthly Homelessness 
Count in Salford on 16th November, 2018 and thanks were extended to the 
Manchester Evening News for their coverage of the event. The data collected had 
yet to be collated and independently verified, but suggested homelessness in the 
City  remained a growing problem.

(f) In October 2018 the second Salford Taskforce research paper had been published, 
detailing the lived experience of hidden young people in Salford. These were people 
who were not in employment, education, training, eligible for benefits, or had stopped 
claiming and as a result were not recorded in any official H.M. Government statistics 
and effectively lived outside “the system”. It was estimated that there was in the 
region of 2,000 such hidden young people in Salford.

(g) At the heart of homelessness and hidden young people, was the lack of available 
and affordable housing, the demand for which could not be met by the private sector 
alone in Salford. In attempt to redress this, through the in house company Derive, 
the City Council were building their own social housing. H.M. Government’s decision 
to relax the borrowing cap on the Housing Revenue Account (HRA) was welcomed, 
but by continuing to promote the policy of “Right to Buy”, they made it impossible for 
local authorities to build to a scale and not risk their investment. Since its introduction 
in 1980, 92,612 homes in Greater Manchester had been purchased through “Right to 
Buy”. During the same period, since 2001 there had been a 108% increase in the 
private rented housing sector in Salford, a 391% increase in the use of bed and 
breakfast accommodation, with average private rents now at £756 per month. While 
these statistics did not necessarily create a problem in themselves, the recent 
Salford Taskforce paper “Poverty in the Rented Sector”, had identified widespread 
poor conditions and rogue landlord activity in such accommodation, issues, which 



amongst others, the City Council’s Private Sector Housing Team continued to tackle 
and take necessary enforcement action.

(h) H.M. Government’s funding of the UK’s housing infrastructure, because of a flawed 
methodology, was not balanced and favoured the relatively affluent areas of London 
and the South of England, to the detriment of other regions, including Greater 
Manchester and Salford. Similar imbalances existed in terms of the criteria for 
accessing the Community Housing Funds, recently released by Homes England as 
well as investment in regional transport infrastructures, the latter of which called into 
question H.M. Government’s commitment to re-balancing the economy and the 
creation of the Northern Powerhouse. 

(i) H.M. Government’s austerity policies continued to have a widespread detrimental 
effect on society, which had been highlighted in the recent study undertaken by 
United Nations Rapporteur Professor Philip Alston, findings which were supported by 
similar separate research conducted at a Salford level and through the work of the 
City’s Poverty Truth Commission. 

(j) H.M. Government’s response to Salford City Council’s representations seeking 
guidance and clarification about the future funding of five local authority nurseries in 
the City had shown both incompetence and contempt. 

(k) Despite the challenges and financial restraints placed upon it, including an 
anticipated £16m reduction in its spending in 2019/20, Salford City Council continued 
to provide sound fiscal leadership. Economic growth remained strong in Salford, 
driven by substantial capital investment by the City Council. As result almost £39.5m 
had been added to the Council’s income, through increased council tax (£13.5m) 
and business rates (£2.7m) bases, Section 106 contributions (£9.7m) and through 
the New Homes Bonus (£13.4m). This enabled the City Council to provide the 
services the citizens of Salford required, but this was becoming increasingly difficult 
and the real long term solution to the problems which faced local authorities, was 
through the election of a Labour government. 

44. GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO THE CITY MAYOR 

Q1. Councillor Bill Hinds referred to the recent events to mark the end of the First World 
War in 1918. He endorsed the City Mayor’s earlier comments that, nothing seemed 
to have been learned and conflicts continued. He also made reference to the failings 
of neo-liberalism and the rise of extremist views and intolerance between different 
national, racial and religious groups. 

He, together with Councillor John Warmisham, also supported the City Mayor in his 
assessment of H.M Government’s current social and economic policies.

The City Mayor welcomed these comments, which he agreed with.

Q2. Councillor Tracy Kelly echoed the City Mayor’s comments with regard to the recent 
Homelessness Count. She added that the causes and arising problems of 
homelessness were wide-ranging and needed appropriate funding to resolve them.



Councillor John Ferguson expressed similar sentiments, but commented that the 
approach to undertaking such counts varied between local authorities areas, so 
while it was thorough and comprehensive in Salford, in others this was not the case, 
As a result the collective figures at a national level were inaccurate and did not 
reflect the true extent which the problem of homelessness represented.

Councillor Adrian Brocklehurst thanked the City Mayor for the actions he had 
prompted in ensuring the safety of homeless people who were currently living in the 
premises formerly occupied by the Mark Addy pub.

Councillor John Warmisham also welcomed the Homelessness Count which raised 
awareness of this serious issue. He paid specific tribute to the many organisations 
which worked with the homeless including, Loaves and Fishes, Emmaus, 
Narrowgate Project and The Foyer.

The City Mayor welcomed these comments.

Q3.  Councillor Paul Wilson asked how many properties under the management of Salix 
Homes had been sold through “Right to Buy”.

The City Mayor said since 2012, approximately 13,000 homes across Greater 
Manchester, were now longer classified as social housing, the reasons for which 
were varied, but included those which had been purchased under “Right to Buy”. 

Q4. Councillor Gina Reynolds and Councillor Robin Garrido echoed the City Mayor’s 
comments with regard to the important and valued role carers had, as well as the 
need for them to be provided with appropriate support.

The City Mayor welcomed these comments and reiterated that the work, 
commitment and value of carers was often not fully recognised and they needed to 
be provided with the necessary support, both financial and otherwise, to do this.

 
Q5. Councillor Robin Garrido referred to the City Mayor’s earlier comments concerning 

the funding of the UK’s housing infrastructure and suggested these did not provide 
an accurate reflection of the positive actions of H.M. Government in this regard, 
particularly in comparison with the previous Labour one. He commented that the 
average social rent was nearer £400 per month and “Right to Buy” had provided the 
opportunity of home ownership for many people, which otherwise would not have 
been possible.

The City Mayor replied that, “Right to Buy” was a complex issue and while it had 
provided opportunities for some, it also presented problems for local authorities and 
other social housing providers, in them being unable to replace the housing stock 
which had been lost. He reiterated his previous comments with regard to the 
prescriptive criteria which hampered access to Community Housing Funds and the 
under lying bias within them, which favoured certain affluent areas of London and the 
South East of England

Q6. Councillor Karen Garrido expressed concerns at an inference that, the Conservative 
Party did not take the issue of child poverty seriously. She said this was not the case 



for her personally, nor the Conservative Group in Salford. She also referred to the 
failure to recognise the H.M. Government funding which now came directly into 
Greater Manchester region as a result of devolution arrangements.

Councillor Arnold Saunders supported these comments and referred to recent 
comments of Amber Rudd, the Secretary of State for Works and Pensions, which 
demonstrated tackling poverty was a priority for H.M. Government.

The City Mayor said his comments with regard to addressing child poverty had been 
made in relation to the Conservative Party at a national level and not the 
Conservative Group in Salford. In response to Councillor Arnold Saunders, he said 
jobs offering part time and “zero hours contract” employment, did not necessarily 
provide a sustainable solution to taking people out of poverty.

Q7.  Councillor Les Turner said he felt an election of a Labour Government would not 
provide a solution to the many challenges which faced the UK. He said H.M 
Government had a good track record and highlighted current employment and 
economic growth figures in support of this.

The City Mayor noted these comments, but said, in isolation, the statistics referred to 
did not provide a full and accurate reflection of the UK’s economic health.

45. GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO CABINET MEMBERS

Q1. Councillor Barbara Bentham referred to in the recent study undertaken by United 
Nations Rapporteur Professor Philip Alston, which highlighted the widespread 
detrimental effect H.M. Government’s austerity policies, coupled with the roll out of 
Universal Credit, continued to have on people and communities in the UK, 
particularly its most vulnerable members. She asked what was being done in Salford 
to mitigate the problems which had been identified.

Councillor Paula Boshell, Deputy City Mayor, said Professor Alston’s study was 
independent and impartial and revealed, despite claims to the contrary by H.M. 
Government, the number of people who found themselves in poverty was not 
reducing. She said the causes of the problem were many and complex, but the 
implementation of Universal Credit was a significant one and there was an urgent 
need to review and reconsider its continuing roll out, while at the same time ensuring 
social security benefits comprehensively met the needs of the most vulnerable 
members of society and did not leave them in even greater hardship. At a local level 
the issues concerned continued to be addressed through the implementation of the 
Salford Anti Poverty Strategy.

Q2. Councillor Gillian Collinson asked how funds totalling approximately £119,000 and 
arising from the collection of fines imposed on parents who had taken their children 
out of school during term time without authorisation, would be allocated.

Councillor John Merry, Deputy City Mayor, replied this would be allocated to the 
Education Welfare Service via the City Council’s General Fund.



Q3. Councillor Paul Wilson asked when it would be possible for residents to be appraised 
of the findings of investigations into fire safety in the nine tower blocks in Pendleton.

Councillor John Merry, Deputy City Mayor, replied that these findings were likely to 
be the basis of future legal proceedings, so at that stage they could not be made 
public, but agreed there were elements of them which could be shared on a 
restricted basis with relevant affected residents, something Pendleton Together 
Operating Limited (PTOL) had made an offer to do if contacted direct.   

Q4. Councillor Paul Wilson expressed concerns that the City Council was engaging with 
organisations with regard to the possible establishment of free schools in Salford.

Councillor John Merry, Deputy City Mayor, replied that he shared Councillor Paul 
Wilson’s reservations about the merits of free schools, but under current legislation 
Salford City Council when looking at new schools, in the first instance, had an 
obligation to engage with such providers and similarly those of academies. There 
was a need for increased school capacity in Salford and all options to deliver this 
would be fully investigated and at the same time ensuring any proposals met the 
needs and best interests of the City’s pupils.

Q5. Councillor Robin Garrido referred to the cost of heating in the housing blocks 
managed by PTOL. He also expressed concerns that the estimated completion date 
for the remedial works in these same blocks had been set at 2021.

Councillor John Merry, Deputy City Mayor, replied that the issue of heating costs 
was currently being investigated. With regard to the completion of the remedial 
works, this had been delayed by the procrastination of H.M. Government in terms of 
providing guidance in regards of both the materials which could be used and 
clarifying funding. He added while a finish date of 2021 had been set, it was hoped 
the works could be completed before then.

Q6. Councillor Laura Edwards referred to the difficulties faced by carers, how their role 
was often not fully recognised, together with the inadequacies of allowances they 
received and the general support offered to them, all of which were issues, plus 
others, which were highlighted in two case studies she provided to Members.

Councillor Paul Wilson endorsed the comments and issues raised by Councillor 
Edwards.

Councillor Gina Reynolds, Lead Member for Adult Services, Health and Wellbeing, 
welcomed Councillor Edward’s comments and agreed carers were often 
undervalued. She provided details of the many volunteer groups, including the 
Gaddum Centre, which provided support, an 18 month pilot being conducted by 
Salford Royal to identify the needs of those caring for the elderly, the Carer’s Charter 
and the Young Carer’s Manifesto. She concluded by saying in Salford there was a 
commitment to ensuring carers had the necessary support and access to the 
services they needed and were not disadvantaged.

 
Q7. Councillor Paul Wilson asked what advice and support was provided by Salford city 

Council to employees who suffered mental health issues.



Councillor John Ferguson, Lead Member for Workforce and Industrial Relations, 
replied there was appropriate support available, both through the City Council’s 
partnership with Salford University, as well as its in house occupational health unit.

Q8. Councillor Ari Leitner asked what impact the introduction of fortnightly household 
waste and recycling collections had had on reducing the levels of contaminated 
waste and the penalties imposed on this.

Councillor David Lancaster, Lead Member for Environment and Community Safety, 
replied that such contamination of recyclable waste was caused primarily by a 
minority of residents, but nevertheless remained an issue. Additional “filtering” of 
waste before taking it to recycling sites was being undertaken, which had been 
successful in reducing the levels of contamination and in turn the financial penalties 
incurred, but in the long term, the solution was through raising awareness and 
encouraging residents to recycle and dispose of waste correctly.

Q9. Councillor Paul Wilson, referred to the recent decision by Salford City Council to 
appoint Kane Funeral Services to provide affordable funerals to Salford residents 
and asked what was the methodology for this appointment and why a single, rather 
than a range of providers, had been selected.

Councillor David Lancaster, Lead Member for Environment and Community Safety, 
replied Kane Funeral Services had been selected following a rigorous tender 
process. The funeral service packages they would be offering were £1,500 cheaper 
than the national average and would be another element of the City Council’s 
commitment to tackling poverty and help reduce the financial burden of bereaved 
families in Salford, through the provision of a simple and low cost funeral option. 

Q10. As this was the last scheduled full Council meeting of 2018, Councillor Arnold 
Saunders extended best wishes to all present for both the New Year and the 
forthcoming religious festival periods, which included Christmas and Hanukkah.

Q11. Councillor Karen Garrido referred to the outcome of the second public inquiry into 
the planning application to build houses on green field land at Broadoak, located 
between Monton and Worsley and the recently announced decision of the Secretary 
for State for Housing, Communities and Local Government ruling in favour of Salford 
City Council in refusing the planning application. .  

Councillor Derek Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning and Sustainable 
Development, joined with Councillor Karen Garrido, in welcoming the decision of the 
Secretary of State, which had vindicated Salford City Council’s position and said he 
hoped this would provide further protection to prevent any future attempts to develop 
the area of land concerned.

(At this point in proceedings (12.30 pm) the Ceremonial Mayor announced the three 
hours allocated for the transaction of the items of business listed on the agenda, as 
set out in the Salford City Council Constitution, had been exceeded and in view that, 
no member had proposed an extension, declared the meeting closed and indicated 



all outstanding items, as detailed below, would be deferred to the next meeting on 
16th January 2019.)

46. GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO CHAIRS OF SCRUTINY PANELS

RESOLVED: THAT this item be deferred to the next meeting to be held on 16th 
January 2019.

47.   GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON THE DISCHARGE OF FUNCTIONS 
OF JOINT AUTHORITIES AND OUTSIDE BODIES

RESOLVED: THAT this item be deferred to the next meeting to be held on 16th 
January 2019, together with any issues arising from the updates submitted in relation 
to the recent activities of the following bodies:-

 CityCo 
 The Lowry Centre Trust 
 Manchester Port Health Authority 
 North West Employers Organisation
 Salfordian Trust
 Salford Royal Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
 Salix Parent Board 
 Centre for Local Economic Strategies 
 City West Board
 General Assembly of the University of Manchester
 LGIU Local Government Flood Forum

 A full audio/visual recording of these proceedings can be found on the Salford City 
Council website Council 21 November 2018 Webcast  

https://salford.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/382879

